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Hartford Christmas Lights 

switch on Dec 3rd

New committee member Juliet Cole has seen how 

successful the village lights have been in Houghton and 

approached the HCG for their support for a similar event 

in Hartford to welcome the Christmas season.

A small committee have worked quickly to make it 

happen and we invite you to join us on Saturday 3rd 

December to enjoy what should be fun for all the family.

Based around the Village Hall end of Main Street the 

evening starts at 6.30pm with gift stalls, mince pies and 

games inside the Hall, while outside we plan to have 

roast chestnuts, a snow machine, and a Christmas tree 

which will be a part of the switch on performed by our 

Deputy Mayor Jay Dyne and his wife Cllr Sonia Dyne. 

Santa and his sleigh will give gifts to the children and a 

local choir will serenade  us with Christmas carols. The 

emphasis is on low cost fun for children so please join us 

in making it a success.

Special thanks are due to Huntingdon Town Council 

who have sponsored the evening and the Hartford 

Fun Day committee for their support.

October Litter pick gets 

village ready for the winter

Thanks to all of you that turned out in October for 

a litter pick around the village.

This resulted from our successful ‘Clean for the 

Queenʼ in March and we plan to make this a 6 

monthly event when an hour or soʼs work can 

make all the difference.
 .

Welcome to new committee members

As mentioned in the lead story, Juliet Cole has 

been appointed to the HCG committee, bringing 

with her ideas and contacts from her Rotarian 

activities and her gardening customers. 

Marilyn Simpson has also be appointed to the 

committee. She is a long term member of the 

HCG and rightly proud of her Hartford roots 

having been born in the village.

You are both very welcome.



Keep up to date with your local 
Conservation Group: minutes of our 

Committee Meetings are now 
displayed in our notice board at the 

bottom of Sapley Road.

This newsletter is produced by Mike Humphrey of 
the Hartford Conservation Group who can be 

contacted on 01480 436 444 
or email info@hartfordconservation.org.uk . 

www.hartfordconservation.org.uk
Registered Charity No 1025575

Conservation Group 
2017 Calendar

Hartford Conservation Group Annual 

General Meeting Report
  The Chairman, Mike Humphrey, welcomed 

Members and residents of Hartford.   The Minutes 

of the Meeting of the 2015 AGM were accepted and 

signed.   The Chairman gave his report in respect of 

2015/16 and the Group's plans for the coming year.   

The Treasurer gave his financial report, which was 

accepted. 

The 2015/16 Committee stood down, followed by 

the election of the Committee for 2016/17.   Mike 

Humphrey was re-elected Chairman.   Two new 

members, Juliet Cole and Marilyn Simpson, were 

elected on to the Committee.    It was agreed that 

entry to the open meetings would be raised to 

£1.50.

Following the business part of the evening Mike 

Humphrey introduced the speaker Alan Butler, a 

former Junior School Teacher, who has spent the 

last 15+ years working as a Museum Assistant in 

the Cromwell Museum.     He told us the history of 

the building, the museum and some anecdotes 

from his time in the museum.      Opened as a 

museum by the Speaker of the House of Commons, 

Sir Harry Hylton-Foster, in October 1962, 3000 

visitors passed through in the first eight days, 

50,000 by January 1965.    Visitors come from all 

over the world – some are so keen they walk past 

the Closed sign to ask if the museum is open!   In 

the period leading up to Christmas many visitors 

mention Cromwell and the banning of Christmas.    

Alan sought enlightenment from the then Curator, 

John Goldsmith, whose article in the local town 

publication clarified Cormwell's position as a 

Member of Parliament in the 1640s which decided 

that Christmas should not be celebrated as there 

was no scriptural basis and was pagan, Popish and 

profane.    So, the blame should not be laid solely at 

Cromwell's door!      A black American who 

introduced himself as Oliver Cromwell, he had been 

named after an ancestor in slavery times.     His 

ancestor had been named Oliver Cromwell by the 

slave master and the name came down through the 

generations.    Princess Anne was a visitor in 2005 

for Huntingdon's 800 Celebrations.   A Signature 

book was purchased for the occasion.    Peter 

Bowles' father had attended the building when it 

was a school.    Several former evacuees have 

visited, particularly from Highbury Hill Girls School, 

who had attended the then Huntingdon Grammar 

School.    A few years ago a bomb scare in the High 

Street left Alan in the museum when everyone else 

had been evacuated.   There have been several 

night time vigils looking for ghosts – none found so 

far (apart from light fittings misbehaving on 

occasions!)    TV programmes and Newspapers 

often contact the museum for information and to 

borrow artefacts.      Alan 's favourite – from 'I'm 

Sorry, I haven't a clue' Radio 4 programme hosted 

at the time by Humphrey Lyttleton – What If 

History questions are always interesting.

Q Which 'What If' question, if asked, may have 

altered history?

A King Charles to Oliver Cromwell – 'May we 

have an orderly transition?'

Mike Humphrey thanked Alan for 

an interesting and entertaining talk.

The HCG calendar with 
attractive photos of the 
village to brighten 
your wall whatever the 
season. Copies will be on 
sale at the Lights On event. 
£2.99 ea or 4 for £10

http://www.hartfordconservation.org.uk
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